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“Lead poisoning is a serious threat to the health of 
America’s children.  Our goal is to make every home 

in America lead-safe, so all children have the chance to 
enjoy healthy and productive lives.”

Andrew Cuomo, Secretary
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development



HUD wants your home to be a healthy home.

LEARN THE RISKS OF LEAD POISONING

• Lead is toxic.  It  can harm your child’s brain and cause learning 
difficulties and behavior problems.

•   Children under six are most at risk. Lead can also harm unborn babies.  

• It can happen to your child.  Almost one million children in the U.S.
under age six suffer from lead poisoning.

LEAD PAINT IN YOUR HOME 
COULD POISON YOUR CHILDREN

•   If your home was built before 1978, it probably has some lead paint.

• Most children are poisoned by lead dust that gets on their hands and
then in their mouths.

• Lead dust comes from peeling or damaged paint or from sanding or
scraping paint in older homes.   

• Dirt or bare soil can also contain lead.



Make your home a healthy
home. 

Here are five things you can 
do to protect your children 
from lead.

1.  Keep paint in good shape.
2.  Work safely and clean up if you

paint or repair.
3.  Keep your home free of lead dust.
4.  Watch where your children play.
5.  Test your child for lead. 

Follow HUD’s simple checklist
to make your home lead-safe. 

1.  Keep paint in good shape. 

■■    Check often for peeling paint.  

■■    Inspect for water damage that
can make paint peel.  

■■    Fix problems as soon as possible.

2.  Work safely and clean up if you
paint or repair.

■■    Seal off the work space and keep
children and pregnant women
away from the area. 

■■    Wet down the paint before
you sand or scrape to control
lead dust.  

■■    Cover doors, windows, vents,
floors and furniture with heavy
plastic.  If possible remove 
furniture from the room.

■■    Clean up the work area carefully
with soap and water followed by
vacuuming. Dispose of all trash
and dust in heavy plastic bags. 



3.  Keep your home free of 
lead dust. 

■■    Wash floors and window sills
often with soap and water and
use fresh water to rinse.

■■    Use a vacuum with a HEPA fil-
ter.  A broom or carpet sweeper
will not remove lead dust.

4. Watch where your children play.

■■    Look for areas with grass or
other safe coverings.

■■    Avoid bare soil.

5.  Test your child for lead. 

■■    Children may not show signs 
of lead poisoning. Check with
your doctor about having your
child tested. The test is easy 
and inexpensive.

■■    Find out if your child is entitled
to a free lead test. Children
enrolled in Medicaid and other
state health programs are.



If you rent your home, here are five
things HUD wants you to know:

1.  It is your landlord’s job to keep
the paint in good shape.  

2.  If your landlord will not fix peel-
ing paint or water damage, call
your health department.

3.  Make sure that workers who fix
the paint do not spread paint dust.

4.  Workers should clean up 
thoroughly before they leave.

5.  Landlords are required by law to
give you information about lead.
They must do this before you
sign the lease and any time your
rent is raised.

HUD wants every child to have a
lead-safe home!

To find out where lead paint 
is located in your home, call 
1-888-LEADLIST for a list of lead
service providers.  For more infor-
mation about making your home
lead-safe call 1-800-424-LEAD.

For a free brochure on other home
safety issues call HUD’s Healthy
Homes hotline at 1-800-HUDS-FHA
or visit HUD’s Web site at
w w w. h u d . g o v.  HUD is on your side.



Important Numbers

National Lead Information Center:   1-800-424-LEAD

Local Lead Poisoning Prevention Organization: ________________________

State Health Department: ___________________________________________

Doctor: __________________________________________________________

Additional Numbers: _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Notes:____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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